MINUTES OF PORTREE PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 14 JANUARY 2014 AT 6.30PM
PRESENT 

Ingrid Bruce [ Chair and PR], Debbie MacDonald[PR},Allison Rouse [Secretary and PR], Kathleen MacLean [Treasurer and PR], Sandra Dickson [PR], Angela Smith [Vice Chair and PR], Andrew Shaw [PR],   Neilian MacKenzie [Teacher Rep], Chloe Bruce [Teacher Rep], Maureen MacLean [PR], Kay MacDonald[PR] ],  John Finlayson [Head Teacher], Rachel MacDonald [PR]
APOLOGIES Apologies for non-attendance had been received from  Wilna Purdy [PR] ,  Isobel MacLeod [PR],   Ingrid Galbraith[PR], Helen Gilpin [PR], Donna Macpherson [PR]
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held in November were approved as being accurate by Andrew Shaw and seconded by Angela Smith
MATTERS ARISING

There were no other matters arising not already on the agenda

TREASURER’S REPORT

Kathleen advised that we have £1988.78 in our account. The Christmas Fayre raised £200.00.  The Parent Council agreed to provide £1500 to purchase a new kiln for the school.
GAELIC SCHOOL MEETING UPDATE
There was discussion around and concerns expressed about the lack of information there is in relation to what proposals there are for future investment/development of the existing school, along- side the development of the Gaelic School.  Andrew Shaw will ask at the next meeting on behalf of the PC for an update and details of future investment/development proposals.  It was indicated by authority representatives at a recent meeting with Alastair Allan and local councillors, that all parents are happy with the proposals to split the existing school and have two schools in Portree - Andrew Shaw asked if given the time-scale between the initial consultation which took place 5 years ago, this was still be the case as no recent survey had been carried out. 
ICT ROLLING

Each school now gets a budget allocation to spend on  ICT equipment as opposed to a like for like swap. This means that in real terms the school’s hardware allocation gets progressively less each time there is a refresh. The school wants to add tablet devices to the equipment list and this will be part of the re-fresh but, there are still technical issues to be solved to allow this to happen. The PC will continue fundraising whilst these issues are being resolved by the Council /IT Contractor and then money can be given for additional ICT kit for the school.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT NEEDS/ INCLUSION
The school and some parents feel that there  is a shortage of funding/resources/expertise in this area which often results in the inclusion agenda not working for pupils with additional needs or their peers. The school has been in touch with the authority over this issue as the current level of need in the school is rising. Additional resources have been earmarked in the last week to support the situation and some parents from, schools across Skye, including PPS, have asked to meet with authority personnel to discuss concerns they have about inclusion. There is a meeting scheduled at the end of January for Head Teachers on Skye regarding additional support needs and John Finlayson will update the P.C. at the next meeting about the outcome of the meeting. After this the on-going involvement of the Parent Council will be discussed further. It is hoped that an all Skye schools  parents’ meeting will be set up.
FUNDRAISING IDEAS 2014 AND COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Sarah Ross and PPS are putting together a package of activities for celebrating the Commonwealth Games and also Homecoming Year and the PC will be kept advised of these. Ingrid confirmed that the PC would help wherever possible.
It was decided to hold an Easter Disco on 28 March 2014 as a fundraiser. 
It was also decided to hold a family Quiz night on 7 March 2014 and a sub group from the PC will organise this event. The sub-group includes, Kay, Rachel, Chloe and Neilian.
STAFFING UPDATES

Mairidh Anne Mackinnon the P6 teacher is leaving to go on maternity leave at the long weekend and her job is to be advertised

Lynsey Finlayson is on maternity leave until the end of May and Kate Macleod who is currently covering Lynsey’s leave is also due to go off on maternity leave on 7 March –it is likely there will be a  problem finding cover as several GM posts in other schools will also become vacant  shortlyand there is little GM supply available in the area. The H.T. indicated the lack of supply generally and in GM particularly was of great concern.
HOW CAN PC HELP THE SCHOOL

John Finlayson will speak to members of staff and report back any ideas.
USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

Concerns have been expressed by parents  and staff members about the inappropriate use of social media to discuss school issues and comment on individual situations– the authority has guidelines about Cyber Bullying that partly address some of the issues and these will be made available via the school website and in the next newsletter.
The PC have asked for a paragraph to be included in each newsletter to promote the PC and its activities. The P.C. will also include a statement that the PC support PPS stand on inappropriate use of social media networks.
AOCB

Wilna and Ingrid are in the process of updating the main PC notice board and also now have another notice board located at the entrance to the Gym for PC events.
Ingrid and Angela have arranged a meeting with Donald at Aros to discuss school uniforms and the additional process of parents being able to pre order items from Aros. They will report back  at the next meeting.
A question was raised about saying “Grace “ before lunch  - to accommodate 2 lunch sittings. Due to time constraints it was previously agreed that Grace would be said in the classrooms before pupils went for lunch –this is not happening in all classrooms on a regular basis and will be addressed by the Teachers.
The number of after school activities is seen as positive and a question was raised about the after school club for Gaelic homework and the lack of an English/other language equivalent. 
The school confirmed that the club was funded by Highland Council from their Gaelic Budget to assist parents who have little Gaelic. 

A question was also asked about a breakfast- club at the school. This was investigated previously but after evaluation was rejected. This may be revisited in the future.
NEXT MEETING  - TUESDAY 11TH MARCH 2014    6.30PM

